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INNOVATIVE VISION 
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The new CHARM-EU proposal has won a grant in the 2022 Erasmus+ European Universities Call. Alongside 

the three new partners joining the Alliance, CHARM-EU will continue to deepen, intensify and expand the 

effectiveness of the existing cooperation to advance the higher education transformation process towards 

full ‘European Universities’ and increase its impact.  
 

In 2019, the CHARM-EU Alliance was among the first 17 European Universities selected by the European 

Commission in the European Universities Initiative designed to foster the quality, inclusiveness and 

competitiveness of European higher education. Since then, CHARM-EU has been building up a deep and 

successful collaboration between its partners that resulted in designing several innovative tools, models, 

https://education.ec.europa.eu/education-levels/higher-education/european-universities-initiative


 

 
 
 

programmes and practices, one of them being the first accredited Master’s degree programme (Master’s in 

Global Challenges for Sustainability) under the criteria of the European Universities initiative. The alliance has 

brought together academic staff of different disciplines and universities within Knowledge Creating Teams, 

engaged external stakeholders and developed a governance model with innovative administrative structures 

supported by the CHARM-EU core values: inclusive, student-focused, socially responsible, sustainable, innovative, 

transparent and transdisciplinary. CHARM-EU has also started shaping its Research & Innovation dimension 

through the TORCH project, (Transforming Open Responsible Research and Innovation through CHARM), a 

project funded by the European Union under the Horizon 2020 programme which aims to develop a common 

Research & Innovation (R&I) agenda for the alliance’s partners based on transdisciplinarity and interculturality to 

solve complex societal challenges. 

 

The European Commission approved 20 alliances under the 2022 Erasmus+ European Universities Call. The new 

grant received by CHARM-EU will support the Alliance to expand, to increase its innovative activities and 

implement its long-term vision to drive systemic, structural and sustainable societal impact at all levels. It will 

contribute to the alliance becoming a world example and a game changer of the best of the European research, 

innovation and education tradition, offering both an open, plural, inclusive, flexible, entrepreneurial student-

centred learning experience to citizens from the entire world and supporting a truly collaborative 

transdisciplinary, mission-oriented research environment.  

 

Focus on expansion and boosting impact 

 

After creating and testing innovative practices, tools, methods and approaches during the first years of 

collaboration, the CHARM-EU Alliance will focus on expanding and boosting its impact while continuing living lab 

activities within CHARM-EIGHT∞. Aiming to be an influential icebreaker that inspires academic and external 

stakeholders, the alliance will consolidate and strengthen governance and cooperation, develop its challenge-

based learning lab and its educational portfolio with a visible link to research, business and society, while creating 

an inter-institutional, intercultural, transdisciplinary and inclusive campus that contribute to the European 

mindset. CHARM-EU will mainstream successful innovation and best practices for the direct benefit of its partner 

institutions while continuing to develop, implement, evaluate and disseminate innovative tools and models as 

well as build new partnerships at all levels.  

 

https://www.charm-eu.eu/masters/globalchallenges
https://www.charm-eu.eu/masters/globalchallenges
https://www.charm-eu.eu/core-values
https://www.charm-eu.eu/torch
http://www.charm-eu.eu/


 

 
 
 

As a first step of expansion, the Alliance composed of the University of Barcelona (coordinator), Trinity College 

Dublin, Utrecht University, Eötvös Loránd University, and the University of Montpellier will be expanded with Åbo 

Akademi University, Julius-Maximilians University Würzburg and Hochschule Ruhr West. The integration of the 

three new partners will contribute to achieving CHARM-EU’s ambitious vision and objectives while providing 

experiences from different educational systems, including curriculum design, teaching and learning and digital 

transformation. 

 

  “All the universities that are members of CHARM-EIGHT∞ are very excited about this new phase. Moreover, the 

new members make us stronger as an alliance” Rector Joan Guàrdia, University of Barcelona (CHARM-EU 

Coordinator)  

 

CHARM-EIGHT∞ ambitions for the benefit of all stakeholders 

 

With the support of the new Erasmus+ grant, the CHARM-EU Alliance will provide an innovative, transdisciplinary 

and intercultural environment for the benefit of students, university staff members and extra-academic 

stakeholders. Bringing together the partners, more than 245 000 students can benefit from its innovative 

teaching and learning environment and will be better prepared for the future through a wide range of activities 

and mobility. More than 34 000 staff members will have at their scope a transdisciplinary and intercultural work 

environment providing several professional development activities and internal transformation actions that will 

allow them to transform their day-to-day work. Local and regional stakeholders and society will benefit from the 

transdisciplinary cooperation aiming to identify, propose and create solutions to solve complex challenges, 

synthesise approaches and mobilise to take action. According to Joan Guàrdia, Rector of the University of 

Barcelona “CHARM-EIGHT∞ is a shared commitment to the future that involves universities and society 

stakeholders in the structure of a new European university”. 

 

As our future depends on society’s capacity to deliver just, resilient and inclusive solutions to global challenges, 

CHARM-EU will continue to engage in creating a transformative and sustainable European educational and 

research experience and to contribute positively to shaping the role of Europe in the world as it undergoes a deep 

transformation to reconcile humanity with the planet. 

  

 

https://www.ub.edu/web/portal/en/
https://www.tcd.ie/
https://www.tcd.ie/
https://www.uu.nl/en
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi1o9yc0In5AhVDLewKHb_YD3AQFnoECA0QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.elte.hu%2Fen%2F&usg=AOvVaw1B5-4UjS0qdUQXNDwUp5rq
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjIwamo0In5AhXJt6QKHTY_CBAQFnoECA4QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.umontpellier.fr%2Fen%2F&usg=AOvVaw1bGND0W1Uk71N4XLXqD71Z
https://www.abo.fi/en/
https://www.abo.fi/en/
https://www.uni-wuerzburg.de/en/university/
https://www.hochschule-ruhr-west.de/


 

 
 
 

Follow us: 

Twitter: @charm_eu 

Facebook: @charmeu.initiative 

Instagram: charm.eu 

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/charm-eu 

Website: www.charm-eu.eu 

Subscribe to our newsletter here. 
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https://www.instagram.com/charm.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/charm-eu
http://www.charm-eu.eu/
https://charm-eu.us10.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=ba430bd91b4c857fce4a064da&id=c8b5bd7cd3

